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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
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School of  Music 
Allison Alcorn taught an online course in music literature since 1900 for about 50 
students from Southwest University in Chonqing, PRC over the summer, as well as 
facilitating an ISU Faculty Fellows workshop titled “Historically Marginalized Voices 
in the Curriculum” and serving with CTLT as a DIY Online Teaching mentor. Her 
article, “Carleen Maley Hutchins: Reconsidering the Legacy of  a Luthier and 
Physicist,” is published this fall in vol. XLVI of  the Journal of  the American Musical 
Instrument Society. 
Ruben Balboa will be presenting at the National String Project Consortium’s “Best 
Practices: Group Classes” session, which will be held virtually on October 4th.  He will 
be showcasing teachers and students in the ISU String Project.    
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony are working through the pandemic with new 
approaches. The ISU Symphony is a strings-only ensemble this fall, currently focusing 
on concerto grosso repertoire.  Cora Swenson Lee shared insights on Baroque 
performance practice with the ensemble.  Orchestra students, Dr. Block, and Kate 
Lewis are also preparing for a MUSIC FOR ALL livestream family concert that will 
occur in November as part of  the Redbird Musical Adventure series.  New general 
music specialist  Rachel Grimsby worked with students on learning philosophies as 
part of  their preparation.  String students seeking an online-only option for orchestra 
are meeting weekly for a survey of  Beethoven symphonies and excerpts.  Dr. Block  
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Michael Dicker presented a masterclass in the use of    
was held at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, and Tony was able to connect with 
will lead a conducting master class at the University of  
Las Vegas School of  Music on October 2nd.  He hopes 
to travel to South America this winter to complete 
concerts in Paraguay, Argentina, Brazil and Chile 
which were cancelled this past summer.  
Karyl Carlson reports that members of  the ISU 
Concert Choir are working on CHORAL IMPACT 
PROJECTS.  In the midst of  a global pandemic, these 
projects were co-developed by students to explore 
meaningful, impactful choral experiences outside the 
concert hall. They represent the ISU Concert Choir’s 
culmination of  fall semester 2020. Dr. Carlson has set 
forth these projects as part of  an expansion of  choral 
pedagogy and is serving as facilitator. Students Jean 
Garcera and Rachel Burris are co-directors of  
#PleaseStay20, a project surrounding the topics of  
mental health and suicide prevention. Their project 
includes a virtual choir performance of  Jake Runestad's 
"Please Stay."  #InciteHope2020 is another project; 
Kenzie Ahlman's composition "Hope is the Thing 
with Feathers" is at its center.  Matt Davis is working 
with music with a persecuted population; Devin 
Jackson is arranging a song regarding Black Lives 
Matter; Sarah Rendel is working on world peace 
programming; Lesli Woods is hoping to collaborate 
with HBC regarding spirituals; Jack Mellen is 
arranging a Creedance Clearwater Revival "Have You 
Seen the Rain?" and Zach Bodner is directing a 
project with Frank Ticheli's "Earth Song" as its focus.  
In August, Tim Fredstrom presented an invited 
webinar for the Association of  Lutheran Church 
Musicians, Choir after COVID: Strategies to Come 
Back Strong. In September, Tim sang with Peoria's  
Lumière Chamber Choir in an outdoor, masked, and 
socially distanced open rehearsal to read through music 
for a yet-to-be-schedule and eagerly awaited post-
COVID performance. 
Kevin Hart was fortunate to be able perform publicly 
a few times in September with his Trio and Vibe Tribe 
at Connie Link Amphitheater in Normal, Baxter's 
American Grille in Bloomington, and the Gables of  
Springfield. 
Martha Horst organized and co-chaired a national 
conference on shared governance held by the National 
Council of  Faculty Senates on September 18th and 
19th.  Guest speakers included Drs, Joerg Tiede, Senior 
Program Officer of  the AAUP, and Sirry Alang, 
Associate Professor of  Sociology at Lehigh University 
and author of  the recent Higher Education article 
entitled "How Higher Ed Can Fight Racism:  'Speak 
Up When It's Hard.’" 
Joe Matson continues to be busy as a copyeditor for 
Oxford University Press. Recent projects include books 
on Puccini, Brahms, and Gluck. In total, he has 
copyedited 28 books and more than 1,700 encyclopedia 
articles.   
Anne McNamara was invited to give a warm-up class 
and masterclass at this past summer's International 
Trumpet Guild Conference and she was invited to 
perform at the Assisi Performing Arts Festival in Assisi, 
Italy in June but unfortunately both events were  
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Kevin Hart and Tom Marko perform at The Gables of  
Springfield this summer.
Tim Fredstrom with the Lumière Chamber Choir.
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cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In June,  
Anne taught at the virtual University of  Kentucky 
Summer Trumpet Institute with several other esteemed 
trumpet faculty from around the world. Since the 
beginning of  the school year, Anne has helped bring in 
two guest artists for virtual masterclasses for the 
trumpet and brass students. In early September Judith 
Saxton coached the trumpet students on solo literature 
and worked with all of  the brass students on Alexander 
Technique and recently Dr. Steven Cunningham 
coached two jazz majors, C.J. Lewis and Trevor 
Gould on their jazz transcriptions. On September 
22nd, Anne hosted a live-streamed recital featuring the 
works of  four living women composers. This interactive 
event allowed for interaction with the audience 
members via live chat and also included recorded 
program notes from several of  the composers.  
Tony Marinello did his best to be productive despite 
the disruptions to teaching and normal operations. Just 
before the Spring quarantine, the bands received great 
news that they had reached enough funds to purchase 
new uniforms for the Big Red Marching Machine 
thanks to the extraordinary fundraising efforts of  Mrs. 
Marlene Dietz and the generosity of  President Larry 
Dietz. During the quarantine, Tony and Lydia 
navigated the processes through the Purchasing 
Department and a Purchase Order was issued to have 
uniforms delivered this December from Fred. J. Miller. 
The Bands area is excited to receive them and have an 
eventual “grand unveiling.” Special thanks also to Dr. 
Ben Stiers who was a major part of  the team effort to 
make this happen. Professionally, Tony was asked to 
work with numerous high school band programs to help 
them transition into hybrid and online modalities for 
summer and fall. Tony gave virtual presentations to the 
Normal Marching Band (Normal West and Normal 
Community High Schools), Fremd High School, and 
Glenbard East High School. This summer Tony was 
also able to finish the final score and parts to his 
transcription of  Derek Bermel’s Migration Series for Jazz 
Band and Wind Ensemble. The piece was originally 
written for Wynton Marsalis and Jazz at Lincoln Center 
as a concerto grosso for jazz band with orchestra 
accompaniment. Tony made minor revisions to the jazz  
band parts to assist collegiate jazz bands with player 
doubling and transcribed the orchestra accompaniment 
for winds only. The piece is based on Jacob Lawrence’s 
set of  sixty paintings by the same name completed in 
1941 that depict the Great Migration of  African 
Americans from the rural South to the industrialized 
North that began in the 1910’s. The piece will be 
available in the rental catalog of  Peer Music Classical. 
The Fall semester started with a slow start, but there are 
approximately 20 small ensembles working diligently 
this semester. Despite all of  the hurdles to overcome, 
the students are improving and are thankful for the 
opportunity to make music with others. Thank you to 
Mack Wood and all of  the applied faculty for their 
help in getting these ensembles off  the ground. 
Adriana Ransom performed the Suite in C Major by 
J.S. Bach on a “PSO@Home” livestream event in July.  
She also performed on the Peoria Symphony’s opening 
concert this fall. Recorded in September, the 
performance was aired on WTVP and will be aired on 
WGLT in October.  
David Snyder performed with other members of  the 
Peoria Symphony as principal horn with the Grace 
Alive Orchestra in Peoria this September.  The group 
video taped the annual Christmas production which 
will air in December on WEEK TV. This orchestra was 
directed by ISU graduate Shawn Degenhart. 
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CD release by Tuyen Tonnu.
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Elizabeth Thompson has been invited to present 
a virtual lecture at the Central Region NATS 
(National Association of  Teachers of  Singing) 
Conference this October. Her presentation, 
VoceVista: A Pedagogue’s Tool from the Pandemic Toolbox, 
aims to offer practical advice during the coronavirus 
pandemic by demonstrating the vocal acoustics 
software, VoceVista Video, as a viable studio tool for 
teachers without acoustics expertise. In August, 
Elizabeth also participated in a two-week seminar 
— Teaching Online: vocal technique, resources & 
strategies — hosted by Opera Programs Berlin. 
Tuyen Tonnu released a CD this summer on Albany 
Records: Roque Cordero: The Complete Works for Solo Piano.    
Marie Labonville wrote the CD liner notes for this 
two-disc compilation.  Creative Technology Program 
Director Aaron Paolucci was the sound engineer.   
Justin Vickers was fortunate to have access to the 
Concert Hall of  the CPA during July to record the 
majority of  what will be three complete, commercial 
classical music recital discs. The three discs are titled 
The Poet’s Echo, Same-Heart Knot, and The Heart of  the 
Matter. Each disc features Britten’s song cycles, and 
collaborative pianists John Orfe and Geoffrey Duce. 
The July recordings sessions with sound engineer 
Aaron Paolucci, enabled us to record Benjamin 
Britten’s Seven Sonnets of  Michelangelo and his Sechs 
Hölderlin-Fragmente, as well as the world-première 
recording by a tenor of  Britten’s The Poet’s Echo, sung in 
Peter Pears’s English-language translation; the world-
première song cycle by Britten’s last music assistant, the  
eminent Colin Matthews OBE, who wrote Six Chinese 
Songs dedicated to the memory of  Justin’s father, John 
E. Vickers (1943–2017); the world-première recording 
of  John David Earnest’s Songs of  Hadrian; and he 
recorded South African-born British composer (Ms.) 
Priaulx Rainier’s unaccompanied Cycle for Declamation; 
with guitarist Angelo Favis, Justin recorded the world-
première recording of  Thomas Schuttenhelm’s Apollo’s 
Lament, an extended cantata. ISU had been scheduled 
to host the 2020 Ninth Biennial Conference of  
NABMSA since 2016. Together with the Chair of  the 
Program Committee, the Executive Committee, and 
the Board, Justin and CFA IT were quick to prioritize 
the Zoom modality to host the conference online, 
which was re-vamped from a three-day conference into 
six days across ten time zones, enabling us to welcome 
175 delegates to the conference — fully more than 
twice our standard attendance! And at the end of  the 
conference, the Board of  Directors announced that 
Illinois State University will indeed have the pleasure 
of  hosting the 2022 Tenth Biennial Conference of  
NABMSA here on campus. Justin reviewed Alison 
Garnham’s and Susi Woodhouse’s Hans Keller 1919–
1985: A Musician in Dialogue with His Times (Abingdon, 
Oxon, England: Routledge, 2019) for Brio: International 
Association of  Music Librarians (IAML), United Kingdom and 
Ireland (Volume 57, No. 2, Autumn/Winter 2020); and 
he reviewed Oliver Soden, Michael Tippett: The Biography 
(London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2019) for NOTES: 
The Quarterly Journal of  the Music Library Association 
(Volume 77, No. 3, March 2021).   Justin can also be 
read and heard in “This Will Be Our Response: Voices 
of  COVID-19”, an interview between Justin and Tim 
Bostwick for his weekly series for the National 
Association of  Teachers of  Singing (NATS), following 
Justin’s return from the United Kingdom and again at 
the end of  the summer. Justin can also be heard in a 
podcast: From The Red House, season 2, episode 4 
(September 25, 2020) talking with Lucy Walker, Head 
of  Public Engagement for Britten Pears Arts, engaging 
in a 30-minute discussion about topics ranging from 
the Britten’s music, his varied projects related to 
midcentury British music, and how he maintains his 
focus on British research as an American scholar. 
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Elizabeth Thompson works with a student Spring 2020.
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Michelle Vought was invited to be one of  seven 
women featured in a debut virtual performance of  
“That’s What She Said,” an empowering and inspiring 
evening of  storytelling which featured women from 
across the country.  The performance was given on 
August 28th.   Michelle, who serves on the board of  
Prairie Fire Theatre of  Bloomington, was also a guest 
artist at their virtual gala “Your Gathering, Our Gala” 
on Saturday, Sept. 26. 
Announcements and Reminders 
If  you have facilities problems in Cook Hall, please 
contact Tim Schachtschneider. For problems in 
other spaces, contact Mona Hubbard. For 
emergencies after hours or on weekends, dial 438-5656.   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  Please 
check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know if  
corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Safety Reminders: Remember to lock your office door 
when working outside of  regular business hours. If  you 
need an escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 
438-8631.
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Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
10/6/20 Avalon Quartet @ 7:30pm, CPA* & CPA 
Livestream 
10/9/20  Recital Celebrating Latino Heritage 
Month @ 7:30pm, SOM YouTube Livestream 
10/11/20  Senior Recital: Gianna Politano @ 
12:00pm CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/17/20  Senior Recital: Sophie Walker @ 
1:00pm, Kemp*  
10/18/20 13th Annual Popper (Plus!) Cello 
Concert @ 3:00pm, Livestream event 
10/20/20 Convocation Hour Concert @11:00am, 
CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/23/20 Senior Recital: Peyton Kerley @ 7:00pm, 
Kemp* 
10/24/20 Junior Recital: Lottie Heckman @ 
1:00pm, CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/24/20  Graduate Recital: Guanghao Xia @ 
3:00pm, Kemp* 
10/24/20  Senior Recital: Andrew Bilgri @ 
4:00pm, CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/25/20 Senior Recital: Andrea McAfee @ 
2:00pm, CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/26/20 ISU Guitar Ensemble @ 7:30, Kemp* 
10/27/20 Convocation Hour Concert @ 11:00am, 
CPA* & CPA Livestream 
10/30/20 Graduate Recital: Ye Eun Eom @ 7:00, 
Kemp* 
* Seating is limited and not open to the public, call for details 
CPA Livestream Access Point: https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/live/
